[Two cases of Achromobacter xylosoxidans sepsis].
Achromobacter xylosoxidans is a gram-negative bacterium whose natural habitat has not been clearly defined. It has been isolated from ear discharge and the large intestine of humans and from various hospital or environmental water sources. Infection with A. xylosoxidans in humans has been documented, and resulting illnesses include meningitis, pneumonia, cholecystitis, peritonitis and urinary tract infection. Bacteremia due to A. xylosoxidans is rare, and little information on treatment is available. Two cases of bacteremia due to A. xylosoxidans in patients with hemapoietic malignancies are reported herein. Case 1 involved a 70-yr. male whose clinical diagnosis was IgA lambda-type plasmacytoma. Case 2 involved 72-yr. male whose clinical diagnosis was acute lymphatic leukemia (L2). Both patients had been catheterized. Neutropenia was noted and the white blood cell counts were 20/microliter in case 1 and 35/microliter in case 2 when A. xylosoxidans was isolated from the blood culture. We suggest that bacteremia due to A. xylosoxidans may have been related to the presence of the catheter and neutropenia.